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Is placed behind the teeth and m is uttered, when the
lips are opened n will be heard, and if the closure is
gradually moved backwards along the palate, the whole
series of resonants can be formed backwards in an
unbroken succession. The Greek initial sound fiv
(fjivrifia) can, therefore, be pronounced without hiatus.
This peculiarity more resembles those of vowels, as, for
instance, the transition from a to o, than the relation
between consonants.

Among consonants the explosive sounds only can be
immediately connected with the resonants, and, more-
over, the combination can only take place between a
resonant and the explosive corresponding to its point of
closure; the only combinations are, therefore, mp, nt,
ngk. The combination nk is, indeed, written, but as k
must be preceded by a closure at the soft palate, ng
must of necessity be formed (Lump, Rand, trink,
schrank). As an explosive is due to the opening of a
closure, it is often more or less distinctly heard as an
after sound at the end of a word or before a vowel;
formerly, indeed, it was written (Irrthumb), and is now
in some languages retained, in others lost in the same
word both as written and spoken (Zimmer, timber; kin,
Kind; numerus, nombre). The explosive is heard even
more distinctly when the resonant is followed by a
consonant, and here, again, it is written in some cases
and not in others. Rumpf, Triumf; Gans, gants (gams);
Drangs (genitive), beengt (pronounced Drangks, beengkt).

L   AND   N  MOUILLE.

By the term mouille is meant a manner of pro-
nouncing I and also n when a j is annexed to - these
sounds. This pronunciation is generally heard between